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Population Crisis 


Efforts to ameliorate by edu- 
cation the world-wide problem of 
population increase are constantly 
checked in Europe and _ else- 
where by the doctrines of the 
Roman Catholic Chureh,—and in 
Asia by the 
ligions’ emphasis on the supreme 
value of measure otf 
family wealth and position. Edu- 
cation in population control aims 
at creating an understanding and 
desire for moderate-sized families 
of well-bred, healthy, well-trained 
children. rather than swarms of 
ill-bred, poorly-fed children. 

In Italy it is astonishing to 
learn that since 1939, in spite of 
famine and war, the population 
has grown by several millions. 
In India the population has in- 
creased by 85 million just in the 
past twenty years! Japan’s pop- 
ulation is zooming from about 70 
million in ’39 to over 80 million 
at present. And there is very lit- 
tle more cultivated land available 
in either Italy or Japan. In 
India improved farming methods 
and irrigation will provide a few 
additional areas but the popula- 
tion mounts much more rapidly 
than food resources. 


non-Christian — re- 


sons as a 


There are many scientific stud- 
ies being made of these conditions 
and your public library will have 
new books and articles available 
for your further study—materials 
that vary widely in their fore- 
casts and deductions. But one 
attitude prevails—that a crisis in 
population pressure will be 
reached—not in a matter of cen- 
turtes but in a matter of years, 
and dramatic events will boil to 
the surface from this seething 
yverflow of life. Most scholars 
are pessimistic, predicting fam- 
ines, pestilence, wars,—as if na- 
ture can only fall back upon the 
old law of survival. 

But there is solid ground for a 
more hopeful view. The two 
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HIS CHRISTMAS, give light and truth by sending gift sub- 

scriptions for Between The Lines. [t is a gift that will not wear 
out, that will renew itself every little while, that will permanently en- 
large the understanding and insight of the recipient. It is brief, con- 
densed, to the point—for busy people; it specializes in materials 
of lasting significance that are suppressed or ignored by the usual 
news channels. And it is a gift so easy to shop for and so inexpen- 
sive. Send us the names of those you want to receive Between The 
Lines, along with a dollar for each, and we will notify your friends of 
your gifts with special Christmas gift cards. Remember—the time is 
getting short! 











LS Sane tengsesigians The U. S. Government, dominant in the Nur- 
emberg trials, established a great fact of international law, that a 
citizen is morally responsible for his acts even if living under an im- 
moral government, and that “fa citizen . . . should refuse to obey his gov- 
ernment when his government ordered him to do an evil act.” 


Without realizing it, this Government through its military and 
civil authority, thus reestablished and reaffirmed before the world the 
Protestant doctrine of the supremacy of the individual conscience. 
(In Spain, Italy and Latin America no such ereed is taught nor acknowl- 
edged. The citizen is not judged fit to make moral decisions—all matters 
of conscience and moral judgment are decided by the church-state au- 
thorities. ) 

But is the American Government prepared to face the fruit of 
the doctrine tt has so courageously and nobly reaffirmed? There are in- 
creasing numbers of American citizens who feel that it is morally wrong 
for civilized Christian nations to hurl down blistering scalding death 
upon defenseless women and children, or to dump tons of flaming, splat- 
tering petroleum and phosphorus jellies on babies and homes. Remember! 
It was not the Soviet that set the pace for the slaughtering of the inno- 
cents in the last war. For all the Communist tyranny, the Communist 
leaders, seeking world revolution, generally avoided civilian bombing. It 
was the Nazis first at Rotterdam and Coventry,—then the Americans at 
Hamburg, Berlin, Tokyo, and finally Hiroshima and Nagasaki,—slaugh- 
ter on a seale that made amateurs of the Nazis. 

So when American citizens decide—as many are—that their 
Christian consciences will not permit them to have any share in the 
support of that kind of warfare which for savagery has exceeded the 
brutality of the Communists—those citizens have as the foundation of 
their judgement the pronouncements of the international high courts of 
Nuremberg, .. . “that a citizen is morally responsible for his acts, even 
if living under an immoral government, and that a citizen ... should 
refuse to obey his government when his government ordered him to do 
an evil act.” 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


(: OMMUNIST SPLIT: American press reports give inadequate cov- 
erage to the widening split in Communist ranks in eastern Europe. 
The struggle is centering over the degree of collectivism that should go 
within an orthodox Marxist state. The absolute collectivization of the 
land and industry, as inaugurated in Russia, is being openly opposed 
by the Tito regime. Tito holds the position that to be a Communist 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Profits Unlimited 

Bank reports and the publicity 
put out by financiers give the pub- 
lie the impression that their profit 
from investments are very small 
proportionately—one or two per 
Yet it is obvious that bank- 
ing profits must have been enor- 
mous—to have pyramided small 
trader fortunes into huge financial 
citadels with their widespread 
ownership of many industries and 
their array of high salaried ex- 
ecutives. Reports from the Fed- 
Deposit Insurance Corpora- 
tion reveal that “insured commer- 
cial banks” and many “state” and 
“national? banks have a _ very 
high rate of earnings. The profits 
in 1947 of thousands of these 
banks—after taxes—totalled 780 
million dollars. Their total cap- 
ital was 3 billion. Hence 
the profits for 1947 were 24 per 
cent on their capital. These 
banks also had over 4 billion “sur- 
plus” out of past profits in their 
strong boxes. That portion of this 
surplus that had been earned in 
1947 would boost the 24 per cent 
still higher. We are not report- 
ing this by way of criticism of 
banks—they are entitled to their 
profit in proportion to services 
rendered. We report it because 
banking publicity usually endeay- 
ors to camouflage their profit from 
an unsuspecting publie. 


cent, 


eral 


over 


A Record: As prices go higher, 
most press publicity continues to 
center attention on increased 
wages as the primary cause—with 
little publicity given to the 
mounting profits of the nation’s 
corporations. The Wall St. Jour- 
reports the third quarter 
profits of 1948 at “a sweeping 41.7 
per cent above the third quarter 
of 1947”. And let it be remem- 
bered that 1947 had set the high- 
est record in American business 
history. In some instances these 
increases outrun many times over 
the increases granted to workers. 

(continued on NEXT page) 


nal 





Profits Unlimited 


(continued) 
For example, coal operators after 
granting a slight inerease in. wages 
boosted profits by 61 per cent in 
1948 over the same period 1947. 
While textiles showed a loss over 
the same quarter of last year, auto- 
mobile makers advanced 57.7 per 
cent; iron and steel corporations 
53.6 per cent; building materials 
manufacturers over 50 per cent: 
chemical corporations 36 per cent; 
oil companies 49.8 per cent; and 
railway equipment manufacturers. 
100 per cent. Many business maga- 
zines hail the third quarter reports 
as reaching a new high in Ameri- 
ean business history. 

Other profit reports from giant 
corporations for the third quarter 
of 1948 contrasted with the same 
period for 1947 inelude: General 
Motors with a profit advance of 
G0 per cent; Du Pont with an ad- 
vance of 47 per cent; U. S. Steel 
with an advance of 22 per cent: 
Texas Oil with an advance of 90 
per cent; and many others in a 
similar position. 

Feconomists everywhere report 
that prices are pushing commodi- 
ties beyond the purchasing power 
of the Ameriean public. Publicity 
experts for large business interests 
spend all their time pointing to in- 
creased wages as the cause of the 
But the 
facts show that the wage gain is 
a very small percentage of the 
profit drive maintained by Amer- 
When the 
bubble breaks, the people will not 
blame the workers, in spite of the 
prevailing propaganda of the hour. 

On the Defensive: ‘l'op tlight 
Wall St. economists and financial 
‘writers are admitting that these 
place 


commodity price rise. 


ica’s business leaders. 


high corporate earnings 


management on the defensive in 
the public mind in the struggle 
to control high prices. The aver- 
age American family knows it has 
not been able to pile up any such 
margins out of its increased wage 
Truman is already let- 
that 
voluntarily to 


earnings. 

ting it be 
must 
lower prices or legislation will be 
driven through to force curbs. 
Wall St. financial writers also con- 
that by allowing profits to 
reach such large proportions at 
this time business management 
has revealed damning short-sight- 
edness. They have tried to cover 
up excess profits by setting aside 


known corpora- 


tions start 


Ce( le 


large amounts for special reserves 
but this has not fooled the public. 
The same financial experts and 
writers who, six months ago, were 
sending out clever alibis for pad- 
ded reserves and exorbitant profits 
are now frankly making these ad- 
financial and 
journals. Ralph Hen- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


missions in many 


business 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continved) 


state Yugoslavia need not necessarily adopt the Russian system of com- 
plete collectivization. The evidence would indicate that Tito has in mind 
some form of a socialized state that is to the left of Sweden's socializa- 
tion but far to the right of the absolutism of Russia. 


TIME WILL SHOW that Tito is using good judgement, for his- 
tory reeords that all revolutionary movements are tempered by time. 
Tito, realizing that Stalin’s passing will no doubt bring modifying in- 
fluences, is guiding his country into what he believes will fit best into 
the future rather than adhering to rigid first generation Sovietism. 

The American people are pooily informed on this important de- 
velopment because the forees that dominate our news channels are still 
s0 blindly prejudiced against all social change that these all-important 
demarkations that outline how nations change are receiving almost no 
exploratory or explanatory treatment in American press reports. This 
omission is also bringing great loss to the cause of peace, for we are not 
utilizing, for our own ends, the split that is weakening the Soviet dom- 
inated world. Instead of exploiting Tito’s overtures to the West to in- 
crease the Communist split, our military diplomacy continues a policy 
that tends to drive Yugoslavia back into the arms of Russia. Creat 
shill and energy have been used to whip the American people up to a 
psychological boiling point for war, to build huge armies and navies, 
to develop new weapons. Haven't we any shill or energy for seizing the 
weapons of peace even when they become so visible? 


THE ACTUAL DIFFERENCE between 


in Russia and the satellite states surrounding 


the political situation 
Tito’s domain is ac- 
centuated in UN reports by Dr. Julian Huxley, world renowned scien- 
tist and head of the UN Edueational, Scientific and Cultural Organi- 
zation. After traveling widely through the Soviet dominated areas, Hux- 
lev deseribes the great differences between the situation in those areas 
and in Russia proper where an oppressive police control is maintained 
even over scientists. Huxley stated that he had absolute freedom to visit 
where and whom he pleased in Yugoslavia, Roumania, Hungary, etce., 
and that there were no barriers surrounding the scientific men and their 
academic activities, in contrast to the insane and ridiculous attempts 
now being made in Russia to enforce “party line” 
scientists. 


ideas even upon 


HOPEFUL SIGN: This extreme effort of the Communists in 
Russia to suppress their own most able minds—added to the recent up- 
surge of religious persecution—is a hopeful sign. It means that the 
Politburo is gripped with a new sense of fear and insecurity. It is evi- 
denee of the desperate efforts being made by the Kremlin tyrants to econ- 
trol the mind of Russia. The breaking point must come, and there are 
innumerable ways that this liberation could be hastened from the out- 
side. 


ESTERN UNION: You will be hearing much coneerning the 

drive for a Western Democratic Union of European States to be 
hound by military agreements with the U.S. and Canada in opposition 
to Communist expansion. But little is being reported about the opposi- 
tion to that union within England, France and Italy, which has already 
reached important proportions. There is a mounting: feeling in these 
countries that this Western Union has always been the secret aim of 
the Marshall plan and that the whole scheme is designed as much to 
protect the American form of capitalism as to raise a political barrier 
against Russia. Outside of the conflict with communism, all these eoun- 
tries are also caught in a severe economie struggle between the old 
feudal oligarchies, which have long controlled their economie life, and 
the middle-of-the-road “Socialists” who would save their countries from 
communism by instituting prompt economie reforms. We have re- 
ported on this situation frequently in the past,—but it still remains one 
of the most significant behind-the-scenes issues that governs the suc- 
cess or failure of the peace. Unfortunately much of the eeconomie aid we 
are rendering is being used to bolster these old economic oligarchies 
even though, as in the case of Italy, they were the ones who backed and 
financed Mussolini. 


N ENGLAND, where a Socialist reform government has already come 
to power, we are aiding the reform regime but not without strident 
opposition from political and finaneial circles in America which work 
hand in glove with the most reactionary and selfish financial forees of 
Europe. You may remember that when European Relief director Hoff- 
man was appointed, shouts of “Red” and “Socialist” were hurled at 
Hoffman’s appointment by those particular voices in Congress that rep- 
(continued on NEXT page) 





Profits Unlimited 


(continued) 


dershot writing on the business 
and tinancial page of a N. Y. 
paper said recently, “Under the 


cireumstances if Pres. Truman de- 
cides to bear down on us in the 
months ahead we will have no one 


to blame but ourselves. Large 
businesses have not vet learned 


the lesson that corporate policies 
are a matter of public coneern. .. . 
The general public is conscious of 
the great powers and responsibili- 
ties of our great corporations 
and is aware . that through its 
make these 
managements toe the mark if they 
fail to pay due regard to these 
responsibilities or if they abuse 
It is high time that 
managers become fully aware ot 


government, it Call 


their powers. 


these facts of life and act aceord- 
ingly. The days when they were 
complete masters of the properties 
under their control have passed.” 
This from one of the tinancial ex- 
perts who six months ago was ali- 
and 
for 


biing for exorbitant profits 
helping to furnish a cover-up 


the stockpiled reserves. 





Business Ethics 


Bread: 
thorities have ordered baking ecom- 


Federal publie health au- 


panies to stop using “Agene” as 
an artificial bleach or “Age” flour 


in making bread. We reported 
some time ago (Between The 
Lines, Jan. 26, 1948) that tests 


conducted by American chemists 
had revealed the poisonous quali- 
ties of “agenized” bread and its 
undoubted harmfulness to human 
health. 
panies 


However, the baking com- 
have ignored these tests 
and are now facing Federal orders 
to cease the use of these flours by 
August 1. 

Cereal: |*ederal trade authorities 
the advertisers 
of Kelloge’s cereal product “ATl- 


a. ay 
Bran 


have also ordered 


to stop their false adver- 
tising that this cereal product puts 
iron and caleium into the bodies 
of the users. Kellogg and its ad- 
agency have agreed to 
stop misrepresenting their prod- 
uct as an important source of eal- 
cium or as of value in the treat- 
ment of iron deficiency. 

New Cars: The pressure of auto- 
mobile advertising suppressed in 


verTrising 


many communities the expose of 
auto dealers racketeering the pub- 
lic. A congressional committee 
headed by Republican Congress- 
man Macy, investigating question- 
able trade practices, estimates that 
the public has been mulcted of 
450 million dollars by side-line 
racketeering on. accessories, sur- 
the 


plus payments, ete., in 
ear field. 


(continued on NEXT page) 
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Business Ethics 
(continued) 

Fee-Splitting: Considerable has 
been heard of the evils of fee-split- 
ting and kick-backs among. doc 
tors,- surgeons and eve-specialists 
in recent months. At the recent 
annual meeting of the American 
Publie Health Association,  of- 
ficials warned America’s 
tioners that they must effect a 
quick reformation of their 
fession or experience sharp regu- 
lations imposed by an 
public The magni- 
tude of the practice of fee-split- 
ting was estimated by the fact 
that no than 4,000 eve 
specialists are involved in pres- 
ent legal action by the Depart- 
ment of Justice which is seeking 
to stamp out the rebate system. 

The Association was reminded 
that a few years ago a scandal 
among N. Y. doctors broke out 
over fee-splitting and kick-backs 
to specialists and others who 
were participating in a work- 
men’s compensation system in the 
Empire State. Out of 2,800 phy- 
indicted, 117 were defi- 
nitely exonerated and over 1,000 
were found guilty. Dr. Dean A. 
Clark, medical leader of N.Y.C., 
stated that the basie cause of fee- 
splitting may be said to be ad- 
vances in medical science which 
makes specialization 
and the only cure is more clini- 
cal or group. practice. “One 
can hardly expect the general 
physician who has correctly diag- 
nosed a case of appendicitis on 
a $10 house eall not to feel that 
he deserves a lot of credit for 
saving the patient’s life and not 
to gaze at the surgeon’s $300 to 
$400 fee with some envy. More- 
hardly blame the 
specialist, particularly the young 
one just starting practice in a 
competitive situation, if 
he yearns to reward tangibly the 
general physician who assists him 
in filling up his practice by re- 
ferring him.” Abun- 
dant evidence shows that the 
result of hidden fee-splitting is 
the temptation to refer 
more frequently than is 
sary if a sizeable split is in the 
offing or to send the case to the 
doctor, laboratory or optician who 
gives the biggest kick-back rather 
than the one that is most capa- 
ble of handling the case. 

Where a group of specialists 
and general practitioners 
eate themselves together in a 
clinic this evil is immediately 
circumvented. One set of tests 
and specimens, one general con- 
sultation and one fee takes the 
place of multiple and exhaustive 
tests, numerous consultations and 
many fees. Many leading medi- 

(continued third col., THIS page) 
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Some of our leaders have been saying that the drain upon 
our economy in meeting the continued crisis of hunger and po- 
litical chaos throughout the world may be more than we can 
bear. In many places where the need is still great, resources are 
running out. It seems that the millions we have been putting in 
guns and goods, hoping to stabilize the world, will just never be 
enough. Are we forgetting that men cannot be rehabilitated by 
guns and goods alone? Food and order are necessary but so is 
faith and goodwill, and the plain hard fact is that in many places 
our guns and goods have only created ill will. Would it not be 
wise to pay more heed to the divine resources that can be used 
to restore the souls of men? The world-wide work of the church 
through teaching, healing and spiritual redemption are the fac- 
tors that really stabilize society. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


resent our most reactionary business interests. Mr. Hoffman, although 
a multi-millionaire industrialist himself, is a man of unusual progres- 
sive Christian viewpoints and was chosen because he would administer 
American aid with a vision and fairness far beyond that prevailing 
among the non-progressive obstructionists who still govern much of our 
finanetal power. 

In spite of Tloffman’s efforts to fulfill that hope, the task is too 
much for one man. The many financial arteries that link this country 
with western Kurope have all been very active in the past few months, 
and there is no question but that American aid in most places is being 
used to block “Socialist reforms”? and has now become synonymous with 
“playing the game with American capitalism’. Even De Gaulle of 
France, known as a foree, is protesting that American 
capitalistic aims in France are reducing French capitalism to “second 
tiddle”’. 

The answer in top American business circles is “Why shouldn’t 
they cooperate with us in the recovery and promotion of capitalism,— 
we’re furnishing the money, aren’t we?” That answer sounds very rea- 
sonable as it is constantly repeated by the columnists and radio ecom- 
mentators who are the “loud speakers” for top business interests in this 
country. But these spokesmen never explain that the struggle in Europe 
is not between American-style capitalism—and socialism. It is between 
the old cartel tyrannies and moderate middle-ground Socialists who seek 
to save their nation from communism by instituting desperately needed 
economic reforms. The American people are never told that the word 
“Socialist” in the European economy is equivalent to “little business 
free enterprise” in this country. 

In England, France and Italy the Socialists are pushing for na- 
tionalization of the major industries,—a reform measure which they 
believe will head off the drive toward communism. 


right-wing 


(continued on NEXT page) 





Business Ethics 
(continued) 

eal authorities are insisting that 
clinical medicine must increase or 
socialized medicine will become 
inevitable. However, many wealthy 
and prominent surgeons and 
physicians, protect 
their lucrative practices, even op- 
pose clinieal or group practice as 
socialistic —without a shred of 
logie to support such a charge. 

The The Fed- 
eral Trade Commission has issued 
warnings against a whole flood of 
“electronic quack treatments” that 
are being advertised and promoted 
throughout the country. *Electron- 
ic vapor bath systems,” “atomic 
lamps,”’ and a thousand other de- 
vices are being sold as new secien- 
titie developments in the field of 
medicine through a terminology 
that cashes in on popular interest 
in nuclear developments. 


seeking to 





Latest Panacea: 





Population Crisis 

(continued) 
forces that block progress toward 
population control—Catholie doc- 
trine and non-Christian tradition, 
coming under increasing 
pressure from the widening are 
of enlightenment as to woman’s 
rightful place in soviety. In Italy, 
India and elsewhere, she has been 
enslaved to a pattern that is piti- 
fully close to that of any other 
breed-stock. In fact, men often 
give more solicitous care to their 
breeding stock than to their 
wives, as a slow journey through 
impoverished villages in Italy, 
Spain, as well as countries of 
Asia, will confirm. The teach- 
ings of Jesus concerning the su- 
premacy of the individual, male 
or female, is sweeping the world 
now as never before, though it is 
strangely caught up under other 
and other banners. The 
Communists teach the equality of 
sex. very decisively and millions 
who do not aecept communism 
are receiving the impact of this 
doctrine. 


—are 


signs 


Also, secular education with its 
rising concepts of human well- 
is likewise spreading rap- 
Never in human history 
schools and colleges been 
multiplying and growing as now. 
Kdueation means flight from sup- 
pression—-a rising concept of 
life’s standards—which is the 
antithesis of the crowded, clut- 
tered hovel, littered with ill-bred, 
half-fed children and a worn, ill, 
prematurely aged mother drag- 
ging miserably through her days. 


4 
being 
idly. 
have 


famines, perhaps wars, may 
still spring from population 
pressures, but the leaven of 
truth is working much more 
thoroughly and rapidly than 
many of us believe. You will 


be hearing more about this. 








Unfinished Business 


Every student of political sci- 
ence in America knows that our 
way of life is not only threat- 
ened .from the Communists of 
the. extreme left, but also from 
the Fascists of the extreme right. 
There are many groups and forces 
in America which believe that 
democracy is now nonsense, that 
the should be controlled 
from the top by a few powerful 
rich a strongly cen- 
tered totalitarian religious regime 
as in Spain and Argentina. Hit- 
ler and Mussolini both came into 
power through such factions of 
the right rather than 
through Communist influence. 
But no congressional committee 
as yet dared to investigate 
the subversive influences from the 
totalitarian right. 


eountry 


menu or by 


extreme 


has 


months 
Un-American 
Tee of 
it was 


Some ago, when the 
Activities Commit- 
announced that 
investigating fascist or- 
ganizations in America, there was 
a lot of underground mutterings 
and rumblings in Washington and 
the investigation was never heard 
The Dies Commit- 
tee, operating during our conflict 
with Nazism, did investigate fas- 
cist influences and uncovered 
mueh astounding material, but it 
was all hushed up and few copies 
of the Dies reports on fascist in- 
fluences in 


Congress 


from again. 


America can now be 
found. But if congressional groups 
really wanted such evidence, the 
Dies committee investigation re- 
the Con- 
Library and there are 


ports can be found in 
gvressional 
facts and names mentioned there 
that the lid off the 
whole economic-political 
Sut 
ewuess is no one will touch it. 
Another investi- 
gation that got too hot to handle 
was the effort to investigate the 
the American oil 
Arabia. 


would blow 
present 
our 


picture of America. 


congressional 


activities of 


companies operating in 
Those investigations started out 


in a big way and a former official 
of one of the oil companies testi- 
fied that the millions of dollars 
used by these oil companies to 
secure the Arabian leases was in 
reality lend-lease money the oil 
companies had wrangled out of 


the Government. (see Between 
The Lines, Dec. 8, 1947). It also 
was revealed that the oil com- 


panies organized foreign subsid- 
iaries to keep their profits out of 
range of U. S. tax collectors, after 
mysteriously syphoning off mil- 
lions of the tax payers’ money to 
secure their leases. But today all 
those facts have been hushed up. 
Perhaps with election politics out 
of the way the job of safeguard- 
ing the American democracy will 
be resumed. 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


CONSPIRACY OF SILENCE, however, seems to exist to keep 

our public from understanding why economic reform in Europe 
means the “nationalization” or “socialization” of major industries. It 
is because in Europe nearly all great systems of production, steel, coal, 
textiles, mining, ete., have been for generations the private monopoly 
of a few old and extremely rich family clans or financial cartels. There 
has never been the widespread ownership of thousands of different pro- 
ducing units as in American capitalism. Hence there is no technique 
available, no pattern of decentralization of production within reach,—for 
outside of these small extremely wealthy ownership clans, there is not 
enough wealth or “know how” to make possible such a decentralization. 
The only expedient and manageable way open for top-heavy monopolis- 
tie European economies, based on old feudal systems of inheritance, to 
be democratized is through nationalization. In this process the state 
takes over, pays off the ownership in government bonds and commandeers 
or imports adequate management and operates the industry for the 





public welfare—just as in times past governments have taken over 
post offices, bridges, roads, fire and police departments, even armies and 
navies, which were originally private enterprises operated for private 
profit. 


THE SLOGAN “Run the steel mills for the people, and not for 
the millionaires”, “Run the coal mines for the people, and not for 
the millionaires”, “Run the railroads for the people, and not for the 
millionaires”, “Run the power plants for the people and not for the 
millionaires”, ete., are slogans that are being heard all over Europe 
and England today. Needless to say, the powerful financial interests 
that govern American news channels are doing their best to keep such 
slogans from echoing here! Actually American capitalistic leaders have 
nothing to fear as long as, through moral restraint on the part of some 
and government regulation on the part of others, American capitalism 
continues to provide “;ust and free” opportunity for the little people 
to share in our nation’s wealth and productivity. That’s why socialism 
has made little gain in this country and need never become a fact here 
as long as the Christian leaven of sharing remains active. 


But we dare not overlook the fact that it is the same crowd of 
lop layer financial and industrial leaders in America, who are con- 
tinually running head on into our Federal Anti-Trust laws for destroying 
the free enterprise of the little American business men, and who seem 
intent on restoring the old corrupt feudalistic economic regimes of 
Europe in the name of “stopping communism’, These American finan- 
cial giants likewise appear bent on making America like Europe while 
they endeavor to restore the old European system. They show that intent 
by trying to hill competition in America while they use every oppor- 
lunity to smear, through press anl radio, all reform measures in the 
Huropean economy—nationalization of major industries ; strict conserva- 
tion and government regulation of natural resources; tight control of all 
industrial profits, ete.—without allowing the desperate conditions that 
provoked these reforms to reach the public eye. 


Ik A WIDER UNDERSTANDING of these tremendously im- 
portant issues could be attained, an enlightened American public would 
then demand that America’s influence be used to promote democratic 
justice and Christian sharing. 

Communism would then die on the vine wherever its poisonous 
seeds had taken root. 


LLIANCE WITH FRANCO? Schemes to bring Franco’s Spain 

into the anti-Communist western democratic block have fizzled 
again. American military leaders, especially those with Catholic con- 
nections, had again set the stage for this drive by enlisting the aid of 
non-Catholic congressmen who had been convinced that we must swal- 
low the stench of Franco’s regime to secure the Spanish peninsula for 
an American military bastion against Russia. But the plan so far stops 
at the White House, for President Truman is a Mason—and Freemasons 
in Spain have been severely oppressed, with hundreds imprisoned or 
shot without trial in the purge of “republican elements” under Franco. 
Truman is also a Baptist, and Baptists, along with other Protestants, 
are suffering severe persecution in Spain,—their chapels often under 
attack, worshippers beaten, properties damaged or destroyed by mobs led 
by the “Catholic Action” groups, closely associated with Franco’s “Fal- 
angists”. (See Between The Lines, Sept. 6, 1948). Jt’s hard to get around 
the question—how can we fight the tyranny of communism by embracing 
a tyranny that in many respects is just as foul? 





Hopeful Signs 


India: Universal adult literacy 
within five years is now the goal 
for India’s educational program. 
Originally. the. adult — training 
scheme. was-to be spread over 40 
years. But to speed it up, educa- 
tional conseription, as used in 
parts of Latin America and else- 
where, will obligate every literate 
person to put in a term of service 
as a teacher. 

India is also spear-heading a 
move to form an Asian Federation 
of Labor, according to the leader 
ot the Indian Trade Union Con- 
gress. The plan is supported by 
workers’ organizations in Japan, 
China, Siam, and the first 
convention will be held next year 
in China. 


ete., 


Britain: The British Government 
is now permitting individuals to 
invite Germans to the United 
Kingdom. According to The Lon- 
don Friend, the stay of a German 
guest will probably be limited to 
six months and expenses and ac- 
commodations must be guaran- 
teed, but the Germans may be ot 
any age and their activities won’t 
be restricted. 

To meet the growing interest of 
German youth in the youth of 
other countries, the British Coun- 
eil of Churches now publishes a 
news sheet with information about 
young people in many countries,— 
for distribution in the British 
Zone.—Worldover Press. 





REMINDER: First, don’t 

forget Between The Lines 
as an inexpensive Christmas 
gift of lasting value. And then 
our Book Dept. suggests the fol- 
lowing volumes as having per- 
manent value for the highly 
selective small private library: 
“The First Freedom” )y 
Ernst (Macmillan, $3), for 
interested in journalism 


Morris 

those 
and = the 
freedom of the press, 


“A Study of History” by Arnold 


J. Toynbee (Oxford Press, $5), 
the story of today in the frame- 
work of the Christian philosophy. 


“Inside U. S. A.’”’ by John Gunther 
(Harpers, $5), valuable documen- 
tary background for understanding 
events today. 
“Human Destiny” »y Lecomte du 
Nouy (Longmans, $3.50), a book 
that shows why the discoveries of 
modern science need not shake 
faith in God. 
“Mahatma Gandhi” by E. Stanley 
Jones (Abingdon-Cokesbury, $2 - 
plus 10 cents for handling), about 
the greatest figure of our age. 
“The U. S. and Russia” by Vera 
Micheles Dean (American Foreign 
Policy Library, $3), a un- 
biased picture of American-Soviet 
relations by an authoritative writer. 
Send us names and addresses 
of those you want to receive the 
books you choose, and the prices 
noted above, and we will mail 
the books direct with a Christ- 
mas card with your name on it. 


Sane 














